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Panel discussion on “Quality and marketing issues of table grapes”

Panel discussion on “Quality and marketing issues of table grapes’ was jointly
organized by Society for Advancement of Viticulture and Enology and Agri-Business
Incubation (ABI) Centre of ICAR- National Research Centre for Grapes, Pune on 09/06/2022.
Senior officials of Horticulture and Agriculture department, Government of Maharashtra;
Maharashtra Rajya Draksh Bagayatdar Sangh (MRDBS), Pune; Grape Export Authority of India
(GEAI); Maharashtra State Agricultural Marketing Board (MSAMB), Grape Grower Federation
of India and progressive grape growers from Maharashtra and Karnataka were participated.
Dr. R.G. Somkuwar, Director, ICAR-NRCG, Pune welcomed the guests and briefed the house
about genesis of program. He highlighted the current year low price realization due to
uncertain market and low grape quality, particularly crop harvested during May and June. Dr.
Kailas Mote, Director (Horticulture), Govt of Maharashtra, updated on different schemes of
government for grapes. He expressed the need for enhance storage facilities for export and
cluster development. Grape grower Mr. Abhishek Kanchan highlighted the grape quality and
marketing challenges. Similarly, Mr. Rahul Rasal, grape grower focuses his talk on abiotic stress
management in grapes due to climatic change. As India is exporting only 7-8% of total grape
produce and rest is consumed within domestic market, we must focus on domestic market,
suggested by Mr. Kailas Bhosale of MRDBS. He suggested to develop data base on season
specific variety and quality requirements in different domestic markets. Open discussion was
coordinated by Mr Shivaji Pawar, President of MRDBS. Mr Anil Mher, Mr Rajaram Sangale, Mr
Sopan Kanchan, Mr Ashok Gaikwad, Mr Sanjay Bargale, Mr Jagannath Khapare, Mr Landage,
Mr Jhambare, Mr Arun More, etc. interacted in the discussion. Scientists of Centre namely Dr
A K Upadhyay, Dr K Banerjee, Dr S D Ramteke, Dr Ajay Kumar Sharma, Dr Sujoy Saha, Dr
Nishant Deshmukh, Dr Prashant Nikumbhe, Dr Somnath Holkar, etc. also interacted on various
issues.
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